
 
~ The Borderguards : St ill Loyal~  

 
 
Started in the sum m er of 1999, The Borderguards exploded upon the Canadian m usic scene with an 
abrasive m ix of m elody, rockabilly, blues and st reet  punk. Singing songs about  dr inking, working, love 
gone wrong, loss, Canada and the world they live in, it  was not  long before the 4 piece st reet  rock 
out fit  found them selves headlining all over their  hom e province of Alberta. To date the band has 
recorded a self t it led 8 song CD and a handful of new songs for 2005 from  which they have donated 
t racks to num erous com pilat ions and radio stat ions, both local and worldwide. Notable com pilat ions are 
the Meathead Records World Wide Box set  and the Mayday Records com pilat ion put  out  in 2002-  2003. 
Upcom ing com pilat ions include the re- launching of Oi!  Records with Roddy Moreno of The Oppressed 
fam e, I nsurgence Records, Scandal Records, Core-upt  Records, a skateboarding video and several 
m ore un-confirm ed projects in the works as you read this. 
 
The Borderguards rank and file is as follows:  
 
Brian “Stogie”  Stogran – Lead vox /  guitar 
Victor “Corporal Punishm ent ”  Prat t  – Lead guitar /  back up vox 
Rick “The Rocket ”  Dang – Bassist /  Webm aster 
Jason “  J-Dogg”  Ohlhauser – Harder hit t ing drum s and back up vox 
 
After 6 years of count less shows with count less bands, including acts such as The Ripcordz from  
Mont real and Canadian punk rock legends D.O.A., num erous interviews, a past  honorary piper nam ed 
Scruffy Wallace going on to join Dropkick Murphys, line up changes, a m ini movie on the internet  and 
over 50,000 hits since October 2002 on the bands website, The Borderguards have established 
them selves as a force to be reckoned with. Whether assert ively standing tough against  cr it ics of the 
band or organizing ent ire shows for charit ies such as the m alaria endem ic in Africa, Free Tibet , 
Haym arket  café Organizat ion or the Tsunam i disaster, the group has proven that  they are an out fit  that  
is not  afraid to m ake a stand for what  they believe in.  
 
After working with several drum m ers during 2003-2004 the band is proud to welcom e hard hit t ing 
replacem ent  Jason Ohlhauser aboard as a perm anent  m em ber. I t  is full steam  ahead once m ore for 
Canada's legendary st reet -punk- rock'n'roll-oi-a-billy-bluescore heroes. Going 6 years st rong since the 
sum m er 'o' '99 , The Borderguards are st ronger than ever. They aint  looking back, going away or let t in' 
up. Now with even m ore songs about  the world around us, working, love, loss, booze and the good old 
glory days to nam e just  a few 2005 will prove to be busy year for them ;  a new album  on the way, the 
prom ise of more shows around Western Canada, imm inent  label interest , as well as a couple of 
surprises in store for those who follow the band. Never m ind the posers, fuck fashion and kick over the 
elit ists. Here com e The Borderguards.  
 
'Nuff said. 
 
The Borderguards: W hat ’s in a nam e? 
 
I n the past , m any people have wondered why they would choose to use the nam e “The Borderguards” . 
I s there som e basis in polit ics for this choice?  The band has been accused of being a polit ical band 
because of their  nam e but  they all m aintain that  they are not . For those who are new to the band and 
are unclear as to where the bands nam e cam e from  Border-guitar ist  Victor Prat t  explains:  

 



 
 
 
 
“We have no polit ical agenda to follow, we are just  4 regular guys calling it  as we see it .  I  saw the 
nam e ‘Borderguards’ on a Red Alert  E.P. of the sam e nam e years & years ago. I t  sounded like a nam e 
you would rem em ber and was very or iginal, no other bands nam es even cam e close to it  because no 
other nam e m ade m e think so m uch. I  held on to that  nam e in m y head and when we started this band 
I  im m ediately rem em bered it .  I  felt  that  it  had a sort  of cult  of personality about  it , a rom ant ic side, 
probably because it  sounded a lit t le m ore int r iguing to m e than just  having som e nam e with a swear 
word in it  or som e phrase that  would offend people. That  type of stuff isn’t  for us. Nowadays, after 
being confronted with these quest ions about  our nam e I  think of how histor ically, there have always 
been borderguards all over the world. Every  count ry & every sphere of influence has had to defend 
itself from  another sphere of influence. I t  doesn’t  m at ter if it s Canadians, the red arm y, the Kaisers 
arm ies, Ethiopians, the Tsars arm ies, Japanese kam ikazes, Chinese peasants, Africans or even 
arguably, todays suicide bom bers, it  really m akes no difference;  they all apply. & that  is why The 
Borderguards will always be a very relevant  nam e because anybody can relate to it .  I  like the sense of 
alarm  it  comm ands when said and heard.”  
 
This is a band that  believes in diversity and their  music is a reflect ion of this, taking the best  of the 
genres that  have influenced them  and m olding a new, solid, or iginal sound. 
 
 
The University of Calgary's cam pus newspaper "The Gaunt let " :  “The Borderguards will save the world 
with their  brand of punk rock.”  
  
Canadian run “Virus Zine” :  "The Borderguards are not  Canadian punk rock, THEY ARE AWESOME."  
 
Cast  I ron Steve Smith of the aforem ent ioned Red Alert– “Great  site, great  band.”  
 
 
MP3’s -  ht tp: / / www.newmusiccanada.com / genres/ art ist .cfm ?Band_I d= 13718 
 
Contact  the band at  borderguards@yahoo.com  
 
For less inform at ion, visit  the bands website @  ht tp: / / www.borderguards.com  
 
 


